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STATEMENT OF MALCOLM A BROWN 
 

I, Malcolm A Brown of 2 Romsey Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO50 9FE will state as follows: 

1. I am the proposed club secretary of Purbrook Centre Members' Club. 

2. I have extensive experience of clubs and am the general secretary of the National Association of Railway 

Clubs for the southern region.   

3. I also have previous experience in the role of secretary to such clubs going back over 40 years to 1971. 

4. The proposed club will operate strictly in accordance with the rules which have been drawn up and a copy 

of which are in the licensing report. The rules clearly define the different categories of membership and 

composition / role of the committee that will oversee the management of the premises.  Whilst I expect 

that the average age of members will be in the 50-60 bracket, we anticipate that there will be a broad mix 

of ages including families as guests of members'. 

5. One of our aims is to return what was a busy building in the community to uses including for example 

catering for mothers and toddlers groups, dance groups, choir practices and more depending upon the 

requirements of local interest groups.  We intend to make a substantial investment in the refurbishment of 

what is now otherwise a disused building 

6. The hours sought in the application mirror those sought in the planning change of use application.   

7. It is not expected that there will be regular live music every night other than perhaps an organ or piano 

during meetings and dining which will be of a background nature in any event.   We anticipate that most 

members will leave by 2300 hrs Sunday to Thursday.  Indeed, based on my experience we would expect 

that the average attendance at meetings in the premises would be around 40 persons both for the meeting 

and dinner afterwards often starting by 1800 and ending by 2100 or 2200 on occasions when an evening 

meeting takes place. 

8. Functions catering for such events as members' weddings and dinner dances are likely to be held on 

Friday and Saturday evenings.  On such occasions falling on a Saturday, the music will be finished by 12 

midnight at the very latest and those attending would leave by 0030 hrs. 

9. Once we have full access to the premises an acoustic report will be obtained to complete our noise 

management plan with any works recommended being implemented before regulated entertainment takes 

place. 
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10. We have taken preliminary advice from acoustic engineers on the basis of the existing site and anticipate 

that the type of measures that will be introduced in our noise management plan if recommended by the 

acoustic report will include: 

- On the east side of the community hall (facing Fielders Court) all windows and doors will be replaced 

with double glazed units (with a 1 inch gap between the glazed units). 

- On the South Side of the premises (rear of stage) sound proofing will be installed to alleviate any 

noise leakage towards the houses in Parkside Close; 

- Whilst amplified music is being played in the community hall all externally opening windows and 

doors will be kept closed and heavy drapes or curtains will be installed and drawn over all windows 

inside the hall; 

       -        Monitoring up to the perimeter of the premises with a sound level meter. 

- Members and their guests will be advised to leave quietly and respect the rights of neighbours and 

local residents.  

- A smoking area will be provided to the west side of the building facing the industrial units.  Members 

and their guests will be strongly encouraged to use this area rather than congregating on the east 

side of the building (signs will be placed in the area asking those using the area to have regard to 

local residents). 

11. I have looked carefully at the representations from residents of Fielders Court and would make the 

following observations in response:- 

- Fielders Court is located to the rear of the building.  Those leaving the building will do so from the front 

or side and will have no need to go towards Fielders Court unless of course they are residents of 

Fielders Court; 

- Access (to Fielders Court) has always been via the road which will be owned by the Committee.  The 

residents have a right of way which allows them to use this road for access to and from Fielders Court. 

Indeed, the use to which the building will be put is broadly very similar to that used by the church 

during their long term tenure in the past; 

- Members wishing to smoke outside the premises will do so in the garden to the rear which is a self-

contained area separated from Fielders Court by the premises itself and the access road so as to 

provide a sound barrier; 
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- Previously, I believe that regular meetings of Beavers, Cubs and Scouts took place in the building with 

all the attendant pedestrian, vehicular access and parking consequences raised by the residents and of 

course that caused by the use of the Church itself over a long period. 

- I am led to believe that regular attendance at the Church was up to 300 persons and our proposed use 

will cater for substantially fewer persons.   

- The existing parking arrangements at the premises provide for 19 cars with the potential to provide a 

further three spaces.  Two of the proposed spaces are considered suitable to be used by disabled 

users with access into the building for wheelchair users via the existing ramp; 

- There are a further 46 car parking spaces available at Ladybridge Road public car park located south 

of the site and the houses in Parkside Close less than a 5 minute walk from the premises.  Access to 

and from that car park is via a public footpath which adjoins the Western boundary of the site (the 

furthest point from Fielders court); 

- There is currently no provision for motorcycle or cycle parking on the site.  However, it is proposed that 

provision will be made for the parking of two motorcycles and five cycles with access via a lockable 

gate on the west side of the building; 

- We do not believe that parking by members or their guests in either our car park or elsewhere will have 

any impact upon emergency vehicle access (including to the premises itself).  As we said in our 

application, we are aware of the obligations placed on us by the Fire Safety Order to carry out ongoing 

risk assessments both in respect of staff and users of the premises. 

- One light goods vehicle is likely to make infrequent deliveries to the site.  Delivery times will mainly be 

pre-arranged and so there will not need to be provision for a designated parking space for that 

purpose; 

- Members / guests using the community hall (which will also be available to local residents) will be 

encouraged to leave quietly to respect the privacy of, and to show consideration to the neighbours; 

- Members of the committee and I have combined experience well in excess of 60 years in running 

similar sites and have never encountered issues relating to the supply of alcohol in the terms 

suggested by some of the. 

- I have also been led to believe (by the police licensing officer) that in the past the hall has been used 

by the previous occupiers for private functions with a "free" bar and without licensing controls.  Our club 

will give control to both the management, licensing authority and of course local residents through 

conditions and other statutory controls. 
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12. It is also of note that the closest residents in both Parkside Close and houses on Stakes Road itself 

have made no comment on the application at all. 

This statement (consisting of 3 pages signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA.. 

Malcolm  A Brown 

 


